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two horses, and sometimes even with three.  Who could
catch such riders ?   And we must do the same.  That Tartar '
wisdom is greatly to my fancy."
They quickly got hold of more horses, and for a time they
did in fact become uncatchable. The mounted militia
which had been newly organised in Vieshenska vainly tried "
to overtake them. The spare horses made it possible for
Fomin's numerically small iorce to throw off the enemy
without difficulty and to get several marches ahead of him,
so avoiding any dangerous clash.
None the less, in the middle of May a force almost four
times as large as the band succeeded in pinning it down
against the Don not far from Bobrovsky in Ust-Khopersk
district. But after a brief fight the band broke through
and retired along the bank of the river, losing eight men
killed and wounded. Shortly after this engagement Fomin
asked Gregor to take over the position of chief of staff.
" We need someone educated, so that we can move
according to a plan, by a map, or some day they'll squeeze
us and shake us up again. You take over the job, Gregor
Pantalievichl"
" You don't need a staff to catch militia-men and cut
their heads off," Gregor said moodily.
" Every detachment ought to have its staff; don't talk
nonsense ' "
" Give Chumakov the post if you can't live without a
staff."
" But why don't you want to take it on ? "
" I've got no idea of what it means."
" And has Chumakov ? "
" No, Chumakov hasn't either."
" Then what the hell are you suggesting him for ? You're
an officer and you ought to have some idea of it. You
ought to know all about tactics and that sort of thing."
ft I was about as good an officer as you are a detachment
commander ! And there is only one tactic for us : to roam
about the steppe and keep our eyes skinned," Gregor
said sarcastically.
Fomin winked at Gregor and threatened him with his
fore-finger,
" I can see right through you ! Always keeping yourself
in the shade ? You want tQ keep gut of the light ? That